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PROCEDURES FOR INVESTIGATION IN THE EVENT OF ACCUSATIONS OF SEXUAL ABUSE

OF MINORS AGAINST THE FAITHFUL OF THE PRELATURE OF OPUS DEI IN NIGERIA

In  accordance  with  the  guidelines  of  the  Congregation  for  the  Doctrine  of  the  Faith,
contained in the Circular Letter of 3rd May, 2011, the bishops and those who hold a similar
office should have some clear and coordinated procedures for handling cases of accusation
of abuse. What follows are the norms promulgated by the Personal Prelature of the Holy
Cross and Opus Dei in Nigeria.

I NATURE OF THESE PROCEDURES AND AREA OF APPLICATION

1. Nature of these procedures
1.1 The Catholic Church, and therefore the Nigerian region of the Prelature of the Holy
Cross and Opus Dei – henceforth, the Prelature – considers the sexual abuse of minors to
be a grave violation of Christian principles which should not be tolerated. This crime is
particularly grave when it is committed by people who have pledged themselves to help
others to follow Jesus Christ and his teachings more closely.

1.2 These norms fit into the framework of norms made for the application of laws of a
higher order (cf. Code of Canon Law [CIC], canons 31 and 34). They are to assist in the
implementation of the norms of universal law contained in CIC, canon 1717 and in the
motu proprio Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela (Sst), of 30th April, 2001, as revised on 21st

May, 2010,  about  the  preliminary  investigation  of  allegations  of  sexual  abuse  of
minors.

1.3 They are based on the guidelines given by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith in the Circular letter of 3rd May, 2011.

2. Area of application
2.1 These norms are applicable to those who, at the moment when the accusation is made,
are faithful of the Prelature.

2.1.1 The application scope of these norms for the lay faithful is circumscribed to
the cases in which the accusation is about actions done while they carry out, under
the authority of the Regional Vicar, an apostolic activity of the Prelature in which
Christian formation or spiritual direction is given – cf. Codex Iuris Particularis seu
Statuta Praelaturae Sanctae Crucis et Operis Dei [Statuta], nos. 1 and 121, §2.

2.2 They are not applicable to:

2.2.1 The lay faithful of the Prelature in their professional or personal activities.

2.2.2 The lay employees or volunteers that work in institutions or projects in which
the Prelature is  responsible only for the spiritual  aspects of  such institutions or
projects.  These  institutions  have  their  own  norms  and  procedures  and  are
responsible for the behaviour of their employees before the governmental agencies
and the social group for which they work – parents of students, etc.

2.3 In  accordance  with  Sst,  6,  sexual  abuse  refers  to  the  delict  against  the  sixth
commandment of the Decalogue committed by any of the faithful mentioned in 2.1 with a
minor below the age of eighteen years.
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II COMPETENT ECCLESIASTICAL AUTHORITY AND AUXILIARY ORGANS

3. Competent ecclesiastical authority 

3.1 The ecclesiastical authority responsible for the investigation to which these norms refer
to is the Regional Vicar of the Prelature – henceforth the Vicar – as the ordinary of this
circumscription of the Prelature (cf. Statuta, no. 151, §1).

3.2 Although other people, in conformity with the universal law and with these norms,
may  help  in  the  investigation  and  give  their  opinion,  they  cannot  substitute  the
discernment and the potestas regiminis of the Vicar, while safeguarding the fact that, after
consulting two judges or other legal experts (cf. CIC, canon 1718 §3) the penal process will
be presented before the Tribunal of the Prelature, based in Rome.

4. Advisory Committee

4.1 There should be an Advisory Committee which will be a consultative organ of the Vicar
in what refers to the preliminary investigation of accusations of sexual abuse of minors
against faithful of the Prelature. The functions of this Committee will be:

4.1.1 To review and to propose the updating of these norms.

4.1.2 Together with the Promoter of Justice of the Prelature in this circumscription,
to  advise  the  Regional  Vicar  in  his  assessment  of  accusations  and  in  the
determination of the suitability of applying in any instance some of the cautionary
measures foreseen in CIC, canon 1722 in order to safeguard the common good.
According  to  Sst,  19,  such  measures  can  be  imposed  from  the  outset  of  the
preliminary investigation.

4.1.3 To advise the Regional Vicar on all the aspects related with abuses in order to
propose measures aimed at protecting minors.

4.2 The Advisory Committee is to be made up by at least five members. They should be
people of exemplary conduct and right criteria, in full communion with the Church.

4.2.1 The majority of members will be lay persons who are not fully occupied with
tasks  of  the  Prelature. The  president  of  the  Committee  will  be  a  priest  of  the
Prelature who has many years of pastoral experience and has right criteria; at least
one member should have particular expertise in the treatment of the sexual abuse
of minors. 

4.2.2 Whenever possible, there should be among the members of this Committee
professionals in the following fields: Canon Law, Civil or Penal Law, Psychology,
Moral Theology or Ethics.

4.2.3 The Vicar appoints the members of the Committee for a term of five years,
which can be renewed. Nothing prevents the Vicar from asking one of the members
of his Council to attend the meetings of the Advisory Committee.

4.3 It is desirable that the Promoter of Justice participate in the meetings of the Advisory
Committee.

5. Coordinator for the Protection of Minors

5.1 The  Vicar  will  appoint  a  Coordinator  for  the  Protection  of  Minors  –  henceforth,
Coordinator  –  who  will  be  the  one  responsible  –  if  the  case  arises  –  for  receiving
accusations of sexual abuse of minors against faithful of the Prelature (cf. 2.1). Although it
is not necessary, nothing prevents the Coordinator from being a member of the Advisory
Committee. 
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5.2 The  Coordinator  should  receive  these  accusations  with  respect, understanding  and
compassion. He should know how to listen, to be receptive to the needs of those who
bring up the accusations and to act with tact and impartiality.

5.3 If in any case the Coordinator were to be temporarily impeded from carrying out his
duties, the Regional Vicar will appoint an acting Coordinator. 

5.4 The Coordinator will also be in charge of facilitating interviews of the presumed victims
with the Vicar or his delegate, in the cases in which this seems appropriate, in order to
address the possible pastoral or medical care which the presumed victim may need. 

5.5 It is the duty of the Coordinator to keep a register, in conformity with the disposition of
CIC, canon 1719, of all the accusations of sexual abuse of minors against faithful of the
Prelature (cf. 2) which the Vicar had asked to be investigated.

5.5.1 When 10 years have elapsed since the accusation, the procedure laid down in
canon  489,  §2  is  followed.  The  summary  will  not  include  the  names  of  the
presumed victims or those that were guilty but rather only the date in which the
accusations  were  received, the species  of  the  presumed delict, the dates  of  the
opening and closing of the preliminary investigation and the final decision of the
Regional Vicar, that is, to remit the acts of the investigation to the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith or to consider the accusations as not credible.
5.5.2 Experiences on procedures to follow derived from different cases investigated
and  which  could  be  of  interest  for  future  occurrences  can  also  be  conserved,
without mentioning any names, together with the register.
5.5.3 The documents related to each case will be conserved in the archive of the
Prelature in conformity with the universal norms on the registration of confidential
documents (cf. CIC, canons 489 and 1719).

III VALUES THAT SHOULD BE PROTECTED

6. Values that should be protected

6.1 When accusations are received and while they are being investigated, the following
goods are to be protected.

6.2 As a guarantee that justice be done, the canonical and civil norms that are applicable
should be carefully observed while respecting the rights of the parties concerned.

6.3 With regards to State legislation and its Administration of Justice:

6.3.1 While  faithfully  respecting  the  internal  or  sacramental  forum,  the
prescriptions  of  civil  laws  with  reference  to  the  remittance  of  delicts  to  the
legitimate authorities will always be followed.

6.3.2 If the Police is investigating the case or if a judicial process has been initiated
in a civil or penal tribunal against the accused, there should be no obstruction or
intent of influencing its course. Taking the circumstances of the case into account,
the Vicar will decide whether it is better to postpone the opening of the canonical
preliminary investigation until the civil judicial process has finished.

6.3.3 Independently  of  the  result  of  the  investigations  by  the  Police  or  of  the
judgement  of  the  civil  judicial  process, the  Church  retains  the  right  to  open a
preliminary investigation in conformity with CIC, canon 1717, and these norms.

6.4 Care should be taken so that the good name of the people involved is not endangered
in the preliminary investigation (cf. CIC, canon 1717 § 2). This calls for the principle of
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confidentiality  –  natural  secret  –  to  be respected by all  those  who are  involved in  the
preliminary investigation.

6.5 One should always act  with justice, compassion and charity;  at  the same time, any
scandal should be avoided or repaired.

6.6 With respect to the presumed victims:

6.6.1 They should be protected and helped to find support and reconciliation.

6.6.2 They should be offered spiritual and psychological help.

6.6.3 The person who makes the accusation should be treated with respect. In cases
in which the sexual abuse is related to a delict against the dignity of the sacrament
of  Penance (Sst, 4), the accuser has the right  to demand that his name not  be
mentioned to the accused priest (Sst, 24).

6.7 With respect to the accused:

6.7.1 His fundamental right to defend himself will be respected. Consequently he
should  be  informed  of  the  accusations  at  the  beginning  of  the  preliminary
investigation and given an opportunity to respond to each one, unless the Vicar,
after having heard the Advisory Committee, judges that there are grave reasons
against acting in this way. The prudence of the Vicar will also decide, after having
heard the Advisory Committee, on the information that should be given to the
accused during the preliminary investigation.

6.7.2 If the Vicar judges that there are reasons for limiting the information given to
the accused about the allegations, he will let the latter know that, if the accusations
are not ruled out as unfounded at the end of the preliminary investigation and a
judicial or administrative process follows, then, during this process, the accused will
learn of the accusations and the proofs brought against him and he will have a
chance for self-defence. The Vicar will likewise make him know that this way of
acting is also observed in civil justice in which the accused do not have access to all
the information which the public prosecutor or the instructing judge of a cause has
until the judicial process starts.

6.7.3 The accused and the accusers will be reminded that there is a presumption of
innocence until proven otherwise.

6.7.4 In all the moments of the penal or disciplinary procedure, the accused cleric
should be assured of a just and dignified sustenance.

6.7.5 One should exclude the readmission of a cleric to the public exercise of his
ministry if this could mean a danger for minors or there is a risk of scandal to the
community.

6.7.6 At  the  end of  the  preliminary  investigation, all  necessary  steps  should  be
taken to restore the good reputation of anyone who has been unjustly accused.

IV HOW TO MAKE AND RECEIVE ACCUSATIONS

7. How to make and receive accusations

7.1 Whoever deems it necessary to present an accusation of sexual abuse of a minor against
a  faithful  of  the  Prelature  (cf.  2.1)  should  go  to  the  Coordinator.  Any  faithful  of  the
Prelature that  has knowledge of  acts  of  sexual  abuse of  minors  committed by another
faithful of the Prelature, or has reasonable cause to suspect these delicts, should inform the
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Coordinator immediately unless this way of acting violates the confidentiality of spiritual
direction or the seal of the sacrament of Reconciliation.

7.2 The Coordinator will meet the person who wants to make an accusation without delay,
if possible within twenty-four hours after having received the call. 

7.3 The Coordinator will meet the parents or representatives of the presumed victim if they
are not the ones that present the accusation.

7.4 The Coordinator will also speak with the presumed victim if  he is not the one that
personally makes the accusation. Before doing so, he should consider if  the meeting is
convenient and should have obtained the consent of the parents or representatives. They,
or persons appointed by them, will be present during the meeting. These precautions are
not necessary when, due to time elapsed since the events to which the accusations refer to,
the presumed victim has come of age.

7.5 The  Coordinator  will  not  say  anything  to  whomever  makes  an  accusation,  to  the
presumed victim or to any other person on the culpability of the accused person, on the
right to receive monetary compensation for the presumed abuse, or on what would happen
after the preliminary investigation.

7.6 In the conversations with whoever makes the accusations or with the presumed victim,
the Coordinator should make it clear that, if the Vicar were to decide, as a precautionary
move, to limit  the exercise of  the priestly  ministry – if  the accused is  a priest  – or the
participation in the apostolates of the Prelature – if  a lay person is involved – until the
accusations are clarified, this will not in any way mean a presumption of culpability on the
part  of  the  ecclesiastical  authority  nor  an  admission  of  culpability  on  the  part  of  the
accused.

7.7 The Coordinator will ask those who make the accusations to write a report. He will
make the same request to the parents or representatives of the presumed victim, unless the
latter is already of age. He will provide them with a copy of the questionnaire attached to
these norms (Appendix) to help them in writing the report. If, taking into account the age
or the level of literacy of whoever makes the accusation, the Coordinator thinks that it will
not be easy for that person to write the report himself, the Coordinator can take care of
writing it himself. Afterwards, he will show it to the person to confirm that what he said
had been correctly stated and for him to sign. The Coordinator will also sign it.

7.8 The coordinator will keep a record of all the conversations with the presumed victims,
their parents or representatives and any other persons that make accusations as well as the
written reports on these accusations (cf. 5.5)

7.9 When the accusation refers to a lay employee or volunteer of an institution in which the
Prelature only looks after the spiritual aspects of the work done there, the Coordinator will
ask whoever makes the accusation to do so before the management of that institution who
are the ones responsible for the conduct of the employee or volunteer when he works in
that place (cf. 2.2.2).

7.10 If an accusation is known through the means of communication, the Coordinator will
contact  the  person  who  is  alleging  the  abuse  in  order  to  ask  him  to  make  a  formal
accusation. 

7.11 If anonymous accusations are received, the Coordinator will inform the Vicar so that
the latter can decide whether to consider them or not.
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8. Help to presumed victims.

After receiving accusations of sexual abuse of minors against a faithful of the Prelature (cf.
2.1) that seem to be credible, the Coordinator, in accordance with the Vicar, will contact the
parents  or  the  representatives  of  the  presumed  victim  and  will  coordinate  his/her
immediate pastoral attention and of his/her family, taking what was said in 7.5 and 7.6
into consideration. Also, in agreement with the Vicar, he will  advise them on the
possibility of receiving psychological help.

9. Information to civil authorities 

If  the  legislation  of  the  country  demands  that  the  civil  authorities  be  informed  of
accusation of sexual abuse of minors, the Coordinator should take that into account and
inform those who bring up accusations.

9.1  Without  prejudice  to  the  inviolability  of  the  internal  or  sacramental  forum  –
confidentiality of spiritual direction or the seal of the Sacrament of Reconciliation (cf. 7.1) –
in  conformity  with  the  current  legislation,  the  civil  authorities  should  be  informed  of
accusations of sexual abuse of minors which are considered credible in accordance with
10.2.

9.2 This  right  and  duty  should  always  be  respected.  There  should  be  no  attempt,  for
whatever reason, to dissuade the presumed victim or his/her family from reporting the case
to  the  civil  authorities. The  Coordinator  should  rather  inform the  presumed  victim  or
his/her parents or guardians, if the victim is a minor, on this right and duty, and encourage
them to act.

9.3 If  they  refuse,  the  Coordinator,  in  agreement  with  the  Vicar,  will  inform  the  civil
authorities on the accusation received.

9.4 If those who bring up the accusations are faithful of the Prelature, the Coordinator will
ensure  that  the  civil  authorities  are  informed,  unless  the  presumed  victim  or  his/her
parents or guardians have already done so.

V THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION

10. Opening the preliminary investigation

10.1 When the Coordinator receives an accusation of sexual abuse, he will inform the Vicar
immediately and will give him the written report or reports of the conversations he may
have had with the presumed victim or his/her parents or representatives. The Coordinator
can offer the recommendations that he believes to be convenient based on his impressions
during the conversations.

10.2 The Vicar will pass the information across to the Advisory Committee and ask for its
opinion on whether he should start an investigation. After listening to the opinion of the
Advisory Committee and the Promoter of Justice (cf. CIC, canon 1722), the Vicar will then
decide. On doing so, he will  take into account that the investigation should be started
whenever there is a semblance of truth in the accusation or when it does appear warranted,
for example because the accused confirms it  and admits his/her responsibility (cf. CIC,
canon 1717). Even when this is the case, it could be necessary to carry out an investigation
in order to find out the extent and the circumstances surrounding the events.

10.3 If  he decides to open up an investigation, the Regional Vicar will issue a decree in
which  he  adopts  this  decision  and  appoints  a  suitable  person  to  carry  it  on  the
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investigation, albeit he may personally do so (cf. CIC, canon 1717). Although the Vicar will
freely decide on this point, it would normally be preferable that he appoints a delegate who
will be in charge of the investigation.

10.4 Taking the circumstances of the case into consideration – number and condition of
those that should be interviewed, the nature of the presumed events, etc. – the Vicar may
consider  it  necessary, in  the  decree  opening  the  investigation, to  appoint, besides  the
delegate, two investigators chosen from professionals well-suited for this type of task, for
example a lawyer, a psychologist, or a social worker.

10.5 Once the decree has been issued, the Vicar will inform the accused without delay, not
later than forty-eight hours, on the accusation received and will give him a copy of the
decree opening of the investigation.

10.6 The Regional Vicar will remind the accused of the principle by which every person is
innocent unless the contrary can be proven, and will warn him that he should not get in
contact with the accuser or accusers, or with the presumed victim or his family. He will also
warn  him  of  the  risks  involved  in  answering  possible  questions  from  the  means  of
communication, advising him that he should refer the journalists to the Office of the Vicar
of the Prelature.

10.7 The aim of the investigation is to find out the facts and circumstances as well as the
imputability of the offence (cf. CIC, canon 1717).

10.8 It is the duty of the Vicar to determine which precautionary measures foreseen in CIC,
canon 1722, and in the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, canon 1473, should be
imposed in order to safeguard the common good. In accordance with Sst, article 19, such
measures can be imposed once the preliminary investigation has started. The Vicar can ask
the opinion of the Advisory Committee on the suitability of adopting these measures in
order to limit in a precautionary way the exercise of the ministry on the part of the priest
being  investigated.  On  its  own  initiative,  the  Committee  can  also  make  such
recommendations to the Regional Vicar.

11. Development of the preliminary investigation 

11.1 The investigators appointed by the Vicar (cf. 10.4) or the delegate if the Vicar did not
appoint investigators, have the same powers and obligations as an auditor in a process (cf.
CIC, canon 1717, §3 and 11-12 of these norms).

11.2 Those who are interviewed by the investigators will be informed of their right to be
accompanied by another person of their choice. The person can be a canonist or a lawyer.

11.3 The  investigators  will  provide  the  information  that  is  relevant  in  each  case  with
reference to the development of the investigation (cf. 6.7.1-6.7.2) to the canonist, lawyer or
other person that the accused and the victim have chosen as assessors. If the accused or
the  victim prefers  not  to  do with  the  help  of  another  person, the  information  on the
progress of the investigation will be given to them directly.

11.4 The investigators will interview the person or persons that have made the accusation,
the victim – if  the accusation was made by other people – the accused and any other
person that can help to clarify the facts to which the accusations refer.

11.5 If  the victim is a minor, the investigators will judge if it  is appropriate to interview
him/her or not. If they decide to do so, they should first ask for the explicit consent of the
parents or representatives and the interview will take place in their presence.

11.6 Before interviewing the accused, he should be informed of the accusations brought
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against him (cf. 6.7.1-6.7.2) and given an opportunity for defence. If he wants, his defence
can be  done  in  writing, personally  or  by  his  canonist  or  lawyer. If  he  prefers, he  can
respond verbally to the accusations during the interview with the investigators.

11.7 When the accused is  being interviewed, it  should be borne in mind that he is not
bound to admit to an offence, nor may the oath be administered to him (cf. CIC, canon
1728, §2).

11.8 The investigators, and those who they interview, will  sign a written report of  each
interview, after having cross-checked that the report correctly reflects what took place. To
this end, there is no inconvenience in recording the interviews. Whoever is responsible for
transcribing the recordings should commit himself/herself to observe the secret of office.

12. Conclusions and recommendations of the preliminary investigation

12.1 After the investigation, the investigators will consider:

12.1.1 If the accusations are credible or not.

12.1.2 If the facts and circumstances that appear in the investigations constitute the
delict of sexual abuse.

12.1.3 If this offence seems imputable to the accused.

12.1.4 If there is no delict of sexual abuse but there were imprudent ways of acting,
etc., that detract from the behaviour proper to a priest or to a lay person that wants
to live the Christian vocation in an exemplary manner.

12.2 The investigators will present a report with its conclusions on the points mentioned in
12.1 to the Advisory Committee. They can add suggestions and recommendations they feel
to be necessary. This report will be accompanied by reports of the interviews carried out (cf.
11.8) as well as any other document of interest – letters, etc. – that were submitted during
the investigation.

12.3 The Advisory Committee will meet without any delay in order to consider the report
of the investigators and evaluate if the investigation has been complete and without any
irregularities.  If  necessary,  the  Committee  can  ask  the  investigators  to  complete  the
information  sent.  Afterwards,  the  Committee  will  present  all  the  documents  of  the
investigation to the Vicar and will add a letter showing whether they are in agreement with
the conclusions of the investigators and the recommendations they want to make to the
Vicar.

12.4 Conscious of the fact that an investigation of this type means a hard period of trial
both for the victim and the accused, the Vicar and the members of the Advisory Committee
will  try  to  ensure  that  it  is  finished  in  the  least  possible  amount  of  time and will  be
watchful that there are no delays in the interviews of the investigators nor in the writing
and presentation of their conclusions.

13. Closure of the preliminary investigation by the Vicar

13.1 The Vicar will carefully examine the reports and the conclusions of the Coordinator (cf.
10.1), of the investigators (cf. 12.2) and of the Advisory Committee (cf. 12.3). If he deems it
necessary, he can return the case to the Advisory Committee and the investigators  for
clarification or further investigation. If he is satisfied with the results they have given him,
he can go ahead to close the preliminary investigation.
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13.2 If the conclusion of the Vicar is that the accusations are not credible, he will issue a
decree declaring the investigation closed and judging the accusations as unfounded and
will send a copy of the decree to the accused, to the supposed victim and to the Advisory
Committee.

13.3 If the accused is a cleric and the conclusion of the Vicar is that the accusations are
credible and that, therefore, there are reasons to think that a delict has been committed: 

13.3.1 He will ensure that the accusations are brought to the attention of the civil
authorities, if the law indicates it (cf. 6.3.1 and 9).

13.3.2 He will send the acts of the preliminary investigation to the Prelate so that
they are sent to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (cf. Sst, 16).

13.3.3 He  will  send  a  letter  to  the  accused, to  the  victim  and to  the  Advisory
Committee in order to inform them that what is outlined in 13.3.1 has been done.

13.3.4 In  this  letter,  the  Vicar  will  indicate  that  the  accused  is  prohibited  from
participating in whatever activity of the Prelature where minors take part in, as well
as from carrying out any other pastoral activity; he can only exercise his ministry
within the Center of the Prelature in which he lives.

13.3.5 The Vicar will also inform the Bishop of the Diocese in which the presumed
sexual abuse occurred, and in which the accused lives in, about what mentioned
above (13.3.1-13.3.4).

13.4 If the accused is a lay person and the conclusion of the Vicar is that the accusations are
credible, and that, therefore, there are reasons to think that a delict has been committed,
the Vicar:

13.4.1 Will  ensure  that  the  accusations  are brought  to  the attention of  the  civil
authorities (cf. 6.3.1 and 9) and will wait for the completion of the judicial process
in which the accusations will be judged, if that has not been finished before the
opening of the preliminary investigation.

13.4.2 Will  prohibit  the  accused  from  taking  part  in  whatever  activity  of  the
Prelature in which minors participate.

13.4.3 Will  send  a  letter  to  the  accused,  to  the  victim  and  to  the  Advisory
Committee in order to inform them that what is outlined in article 13.4.2 has been
done.

13.4.4 Will also inform the Bishop of the Diocese in which the presumed sexual
abuse occurred, and in which the accused lives in, about what mentioned above
(13.4.1-13.4.3).

VI PASTORAL RESPONSE ON CONCLUDING THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION

14. Pastoral response directed at the victim

14.1 The  Vicar, or  someone  designated  by  him, will  meet  with  the  victim –  or  his/her
parents or guardians if the victim is a minor – in order to inform them of the results of the
investigation.  Both  the  Vicar  –  or  his  representative  –  and  the  victim  will  each  be
accompanied by another person. 

14.2 If the accusation did not have any semblance of truth, the presumed victim will be told
so. He/she will be treated kindly and offered the help that seems necessary and reasonable.

14.3 If the accusation appeared credible, the victim and those who brought the accusation
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forward – if there are others apart from the victim – will be informed. The pastoral attention
that  seems most  appropriate to the circumstances will  be offered to the victim and to
his/her  family  – if  it  is  deemed necessary. Nothing which could be understood as  the
admission of culpability of the accused or presumption of such culpability on the part of
the ecclesiastical authority should be said. Only after the juridical or administrative process
which follows the preliminary investigation or any other canonical response if there were
no process (cf. 17.1-17.6) can one speak of culpability.

15. Pastoral response with respect to the accused

15.1 With  respect  to  the  accused,  if  on  concluding  the  preliminary  investigation  the
accusation appeared to lack any foundation and he was not tried in a civil court or was
tried and absolved, the Vicar will take all the necessary measures in order to restore the
good name of the person that had been unjustly accused. These measures could be, among
others:

15.1.1 a public statement that the accused was found innocent and, in the case of a
cleric, the resumption of the exercise of his ministry;

15.1.2 a visit of the Vicar to the apostolic undertakings where the accused works in
order to give the same information to the people that work there or that take part
in the activities there;

15.1.3 offer spiritual and psychological help to the one falsely accused in order to
help him recover from the inevitable trauma.

15.2 If, on concluding the preliminary investigation, the accusation had appeared credible,
besides doing what is indicated in articles 13.3.3 or 13.4.3, the Vicar can urge the accused to
voluntarily  subject  himself/herself  to  a  medical  and  psychological  evaluation  with
professionals that seem suitable to the Vicar and the accused. The Vicar will also ensure that
the accused is offered pastoral attention in accordance with his/her circumstances.

16. Pastoral response with respect to other persons involved 

16.1 Sexual  abuse deeply  affects  the family  of  the victim. The victim may have to  face
rejection in his/her social environment and the parents may reproach themselves for not
having sufficiently taken care of their children. The Vicar will find the way of helping them
to recover from the possible psychological and spiritual trauma.

16.2 It could happen that whoever carried out the abuse is very popular in the place in
which the events took place. The reactions of the other persons that know him/her can be
those of anger, disappointment, disgust, feeling betrayed, resistance to believe it, pain and
compassion for the victim, etc. The ecclesiastical authority should carefully consider the
most  suitable  means  in  order  to  address  these  feelings  with  timely  pastoral  and
psychological remedies. 

VII CANONICAL RESPONSE TO CONFIRMED CRIMES OF SEXUAL ABUSE OF

MINORS 

17.1 When a single act of sexual abuse of a minor by a faithful of the Prelature is admitted
by its author or confirmed in a canonical process – judicial or extra-judicial – carried out in
conformity with the norms of law, the Vicar will determine the suitability of the author to
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continue in the Prelature.

17.2 Taking  into  account  the  corresponding norms of  the  Statutes  of  the  Prelature  (cf.
Statuta, nos. 28-35), the Vicar can suggest to the author of the abuse that he/she asks the
Prelate for the dispensation from his/her incorporation to the Prelature (cf. ibid., n. 31) or
he could suggest to the Prelate the dismissal of that person from the Prelature. In every
case, the rights which the Statutes of Opus Dei and Canon Law grant to the author of the
abuse will be respected.

17.3 With respect to the canonical penalties applicable to priests or deacons that commit
this delict, what is established in Sst, 6, §2 and 21, §2 (cf. Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, Circular Letter 3rd May, 2011, II) will be applied.

17.3.1 A priest or deacon that has committed an act of sexual abuse against a minor
can ask at any moment for the dispensation from the obligations of the clerical
state.

17.3.2 In very grave cases, the Prelate of Opus Dei, through the Congregation for
the  Doctrine  of  the  Faith, can  directly  present  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme
Pontiff  the  dismissal  from  the  clerical  state  or  deposition,  together  with
dispensation from the law of celibacy, when it is manifestly evident that the delict
was committed, and after having given the guilty party the possibility of defending
himself (cf. Sst, 21, §2, 2º).

17.4 The Ordinary of  the diocese in which the abuse occurred will  be informed on the
resolution of the case.

17.5 The return of a cleric to public ministry should be excluded if such ministry could be a
danger for minors or a risk of scandal for the community (cf. Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith, Circular Letter 3rd May, 2011, III, i).

17.6 Any priest or deacon of the Prelature that has committed an act of sexual abuse on a
minor should not be given tasks proper to the priestly or diaconate ministry in another
ecclesiastical circumscription nor be transferred to another ecclesiastical circumscription to
carry  out  any  ministerial  task  there,  unless  the  Vicar  had  previously  given  detailed
information  to  the  Ordinary  of  that  circumscription  on  the  delict  of  sexual  abuse
committed as well as any other information that might show if the priest or deacon has
been or could be a danger for children or young people. 
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APPENDIX

REPORT ON A PRESUMED SEXUAL ABUSE OF A MINOR ATTRIBUTED

TO A FAITHFUL OF THE PRELATURE OF OPUS DEI IN NIGERIA

It is not necessary to have all the information requested before presenting the report

1) This report is presented by:

Name and Surname: _____________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________ City: _____________________________

State: _________________________ Postal Code: ___________ Phone: ____________

2) Presumed author of the abuse:

Name and Surname: _____________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________ City: _____________________________

State: _________________________ Postal Code: ___________ Phone: ____________

Age: ____________    Sex: Male _____ Female _____

3) Presumed victim:

Name and Surname: _____________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________ City: _____________________________

State: _________________________ Postal Code: ___________ Phone: ____________

Age: ____________    Sex: Male _____ Female _____

Age when the presumed abuse occurred: _______________

4)  Address and phone number of  the parents or representatives, if  the victim is  still  a
minor:

Name and Surname: _____________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________ City: _____________________________

State: _________________________ Postal Code: ___________ Phone: ____________

5) Name, address and phone number of the eye-witnesses of the presumed abuse (use
another sheet if necessary):

Name and Surname: _____________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________ City: _____________________________

State: _________________________ Postal Code: ___________ Phone: ____________
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Name and Surname: _____________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________ City: _____________________________

State: _________________________ Postal Code: ___________ Phone: ____________

Name and Surname: _____________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________ City: _____________________________

State: _________________________ Postal Code: ___________ Phone: ____________

6) Name and phone number of those who heard about the presumed abuse (use another
sheet if necessary):

Name and Surname: _____________________________________________________

Phone number: ________________________

Name and Surname: _____________________________________________________

Phone number: ________________________

Name and Surname: _____________________________________________________

Phone number: ________________________

7) Please write on another sheet – typewritten or in legible handwriting, if  possible in
capital letters – a description of  the presumed abuse including the following information:

 Nature  of  the  presumed  act  or  acts  (type  of  sin  against  the  sixth
commandment)

 Date(s) and time(s) of the presumed acts

 Place(s)/address(es) where it took place

 Whatever other information that you consider important – for example, if there
was the use of force, threats, rewards or gifts, scandal, abuse of authority, etc.

Signature of the person that wrote this report: ______________________________________

Date: _____________________

Please sign the sheet where you wrote the description and staple it to this report.
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