
 

  

Contemplating the Rosary 

through Art and Scripture 



  

How to use this book. 

There are many ways to contemplate the 
mysteries of  the Rosary. This is just one 

more, made especially for those who want 
to let their imagination wander as they stare 

at a sacred image, or make some 
considerations and resolutions after reading 
a quote from Scripture. You may even want 

to do both at the same time, so long as it 
helps you pray. 

For example, you can look at the painting 
of  the Annunciation and think of  how 

lovely it must be to speak face to face with 
our Lady, kneeling so close to her as the 

Angel did. Then you can make a resolution 
to try and feel yourself  physically close to 

Her, every time you pray the Rosary. 

Or, you can read the words, “But she was 
greatly troubled at the saying and 

considered in her mind what sort of  
greeting this might be.” Then ask for the 
gift of  humility, especially when others 

speak well of  you. 

God created us body and spirit, and it is 
good to pray in that way too; with physical 

realities (paintings) and spiritual words. 



  

Each Mystery has one main image, with the 
most appropriate quote from the Bible 

below it. Then follows other quotes about 
the same mystery. In some longer quotes, 
verses are grouped together to help you 

contemplate one main idea for each. 

I hope this helps you grow in your devotion 
to our Lady and of  course, to Our Lord, to 

whom all prayer seeks to join us. As  
St. John Paul II said in his Apostolic Letter 

Rosarium Virginis Mariae:  

“With the Rosary, the Christian people  
sits at the school of  Mary and is led to 

contemplate the beauty on the  
face of  Christ and to experience  

the depths of  his love.” 

And quoting from St. Josemaría in his book 
Holy Rosary (also highly recommended): 

“The beginning of  the way, at the end of  
which you will find yourself  completely 

carried away with love for Jesus, is a 
confident love for Mary.” 

The last page contains a list of  artists whose works 
are featured in this booklet. You can click on their 
names to see more paintings by them, and increase 

your Christian art culture. 
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Annunciation 
And he came to her and said, “Hail, full of  

grace, the Lord is with you!” 
(Luke 1:28) 



  

But she was greatly troubled at the saying, 
and considered in her mind what sort of  

greeting this might be. 
(Luke 1:29) 

And Mary said to the angel, “How shall this 
be, since I have no husband?” 

(Luke 1;34) 

Behold, I am the handmaid of  the Lord; let 
it be to me according to your word. 

(Luke 1:38) 

But after he had pondered these things, an 
angel of  the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph, son of  David, do 
not be afraid to embrace Mary as your wife, 

for the One conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. 

(Matthew 1:20) 



  

Visitation 
And she entered the house of  Zechariah 

and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth 
heard the greeting of  Mary, the babe leaped 

in her womb  
(Luke 1:40-41) 



  

In those days Mary arose and went with 
haste into the hill country, to a city of  

Judah. 
(Luke 1:39) 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In 
a loud voice she exclaimed, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of  

your womb! 
(Luke 1:39) 

And why am I so honoured, that the 
mother of  my Lord should come to me? 

For as soon as the sound of  your greeting 
reached my ears, the baby in my womb 

leaped for joy. 
(Luke 1:39) 

Blessed is she who has believed that the 
Lord’s word to her will be fulfilled.” 

(Matthew 1:20) 



  

Nativity 
And she gave birth to her first-born son 

and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 
(Luke 2:7) 



  

She will give birth to a son, and you 
(Joseph) are to give him the name Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their 
sins.  

(Matthew 1:21) 

So Joseph also went up from Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of  David called 

Bethlehem, since he was from the house 
and line of  David. He went there to register 

with Mary, who was pledged to him in 
marriage and was expecting a child. 

(Luke 2:4-6) 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid! For behold, I bring you good news 
of  great joy that will be for all the people.” 

(Luke 2:10) 

And going into the house, they (the Magi) 
saw the child with Mary his mother, and 
they fell down and worshiped him. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him 
gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 

(Matthew 2:11) 



  

Presentation 
And when the time came for their 

purification according to the law of  Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to 

present him to the Lord.  
(Luke 2:22) 



  

…and to offer a sacrifice according to what 
is said in the Law of  the Lord, “a pair of  

turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”  

And he (Simeon) came in the Spirit into the 
temple, and when the parents brought in 

the child Jesus, to do for him according to 
the custom of  the Law, he took him up in 

his arms and blessed God and said,  

“Lord, now you are letting your servant 
depart in peace, according to your word; for 
my eyes have seen your salvation that you 

have prepared in the presence of  all 
peoples… 

And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary 
his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed 
for the fall and rising of  many in Israel, and 
for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will 
pierce through your own soul also), so that 

thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.” 

(Luke 2:22-35) 



  

Finding in the Temple 
After three days they found him in the 

temple, sitting among the teachers, listening 
to them and asking them questions. And all 

who heard him were amazed at his 
understanding and his answers. 

(Luke 2:46-47) 



And when the feast was ended, as they were 
returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 

After three days they found him in the 
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening 
to them and asking them questions. And all 

who heard him were amazed at his 
understanding and his answers. 

And when his parents saw him, they were 
astonished. And his mother said to him, 

“Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, 
your father and I have been searching for 

you in great distress.” 

And he said to them, “Why were you 
looking for me? Did you not know that I 

must be in my Father’s house?” 

And they did not understand the saying that 
he spoke to them. And he went down with 

them and came to Nazareth and was 
submissive to them. 

And his mother treasured up all these things 
in her heart. 

(Luke 2:41-50) 



  

Baptism in the Jordan 
And when Jesus was baptized, immediately 
he went up from the water, and behold, the 
heavens were opened to him, and he saw 
the Spirit of  God descending like a dove 

and coming to rest on him; 
(Matthew 3:16) 



  

I baptize you with water…, but he who is 
coming after me is mightier than I, whose 
sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

(Matthew 3:11-12) 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan 
to John, to be baptized by him. John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be 

baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, 

for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 

(Matthew 3:13-15) 



  

Wedding at Cana 
When the wine ran out, the mother of  Jesus 

said to him, “They have no wine.” 
(John 2:3) 



  

And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does 
this have to do with me? My hour has not 

yet come.” His mother said to the servants, 
“Do whatever he tells you.” 

Now there were six stone water jars there 
for the Jewish rites of  purification, each 

holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said 
to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” 

And they filled them up to the brim. 

And he said to them, “Now draw some out 
and take it to the master of  the feast.” So 

they took it… 

This, the first of  his signs, Jesus did at Cana 
in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his 

disciples believed in him. 
(John 2:6-11) 



  

Proclamation of  the Kingdom 
Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the 

gospel of  God, and saying, “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of  God is at 

hand; repent, and believe in the gospel.” 
(Mark 1:14-15) 



  

Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will 
make you become fishers of  men.” And 

immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 
(Mark 1:17) 

For the Gentiles seek all these things; and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them all. But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things shall be 

yours as well. 
(Matthew 6:32-33) 

And he called the twelve together and gave 
them power and authority over all demons 
and to cure diseases, and he sent them out 
to proclaim the kingdom of  God and to 

heal. 
(Luke 9:1-3) 

The apostles returned to Jesus and told him 
all that they had done and taught. And he 

said to them, “Come away by yourselves to 
a desolate place and rest a while.” 

(Mark 6:30) 



  

Transfiguration 
And he was transfigured before them, and 

his face shone like the sun, and his 
garments became white as light. And 

behold, there appeared to them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with him. 

(Matthew 17:2) 



  

Now about eight days after these sayings he 
took with him Peter and John and James 
and went up on the mountain to pray… 
And behold, two men were talking with 
him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in 

glory and spoke of  his departure, which he 
was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.  

Now Peter and those who were with him 
were heavy with sleep, but when they 

became fully awake they saw his glory and 
the two men who stood with him. 

And as the men were parting from him, 
Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that 
we are here. Let us make three tents, one 
for you and one for Moses and one for 

Elijah” 

As he was saying these things, a cloud came 
and overshadowed them, and they were 
afraid as they entered the cloud. And a 

voice came out of  the cloud, saying, “This 
is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” 

(Luke 9:28-35) 



  

Institution of  the Eucharist 
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 

the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my 
body.” 

(Matthew 26:26) 



  

And he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of  

it, all of  you, for this is my blood of  the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for 

the forgiveness of  sins. 
(Matthew 26:27) 

It was now just before the Passover Feast, 
and Jesus knew that His hour had come to 
leave this world and return to the Father. 
Having loved His own who were in the 
world, He loved them to the very end. 

The evening meal was underway, and the 
devil had already put into the heart of  Judas 
to betray Jesus… But the Scripture will be 

fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has lifted his 
heel against me.’ 
(John 13:1-2, 18) 

And he said to them, “I have earnestly 
desired to eat this Passover with you before 

I suffer.  
(Luke 22:15)  



  

Agony in the Garden 
And he withdrew from them about a 

stone’s throw, and knelt down and prayed, 
saying, “Father, if  you are willing, remove 
this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my 

will, but yours, be done.”  
(Luke 22:41-42) 



  

And he came out and went, as was his 
custom, to the Mount of  Olives, and the 

disciples followed him. And when he came 
to the place, he said to them, “Pray that you 

may not enter into temptation.” 
(Luke 22:39-40) 

And there appeared to him an angel from 
heaven, strengthening him. 

And being in agony he prayed more 
earnestly; and his sweat became like great 

drops of  blood falling down to the ground. 

And when he rose from prayer, he came to 
the disciples and found them sleeping for 
sorrow, and he said to them, “Why are you 
sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not 

enter into temptation.”. 
(Luke 22:43-46)  



  

Scourging at the Pillar 
I gave my back to those who strike, and my 
cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I 

hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. 
(Isaiah 50:6) 



  

So Pilate released Barabbas to them. But he 
had Jesus flogged, and handed Him over to 

be crucified. 
(Matthew 27:26) 

“I did not find this man guilty of  any of  
your charges against him; neither did 

Herod, for he sent him back to us. Behold, 
nothing deserving death has been done by 

him;  I will therefore chastise him and 
release him.” 
(Luke 23:21) 



  

Crowning with Thorns 
Weaving a crown out of  thorns, they placed 
it on his head, and a reed in his right hand. 

And kneeling before him, they mocked him, 
saying, “Hail, King of  the Jews!” 

(Matthew 27:29) 



  

Now the men who were holding Jesus in 
custody were mocking him as they beat 

him. They also blindfolded him and kept 
asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck 

you?” And they said many other things 
against him, blaspheming him. 

(Luke 22:63-65) 

Pilate went out again and said to them, 
“See, I am bringing him out to you that you 

may know that I find no guilt in him.” 

So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of  
thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to 

them, “Behold the man!” 
(John 19:4-5) 



  

Carrying of  the Cross 
And carrying the cross himself  he went out 
to what is called the Place of  the Skull, in 

Hebrew, Golgotha. 
(John 19:17) 



  

 

And as they led him away, they seized one 
Simon of  Cyrene, who was coming in from 
the country, and laid on him the cross, to 

carry it behind Jesus 

And there followed him a great multitude 
of  the people and of  women who were 

mourning and lamenting for him. 

But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters 
of  Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep 
for yourselves and for your children… For 
if  they do these things when the wood is 
green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

(Luke 23:26-31) 

Therefore I will divide him a portion with 
the many, and he shall divide the spoil with 
the strong, because he poured out his soul 

to death and was numbered with the 
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of  many, 

and makes intercession for the 
transgressors. 
(Isaiah 53:12) 



  

Crucifixion and Death 
There they crucified him, and with him two 

others, one on either side, and Jesus 
between them. 
(John 19:18) 



  

 

And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.” 

(Luke 23:34) 

But standing by the cross of  Jesus were his 
mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the 

wife of  Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 
whom he loved standing nearby, he said to 
his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 

Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your 
mother!” And from that hour the disciple 

took her to his own home. 
After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now 

finished, said (to fulfil the Scripture), “I 
thirst.”…so they put a sponge full of  the 

sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to 
his mouth. When Jesus had received the 

sour wine, he said, “It is finished.” 
(John 19:25-28) 

Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, 
said, “Father, into your hands I commit my 
spirit!” And having said this he breathed his 

last. 
(Luke 23:46) 



  

Resurrection 
And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. 

You seek Jesus of  Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See 

the place where they laid him.. 
(Mark 16:6) 



  

 

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of  
the first day of  the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the tomb.  

And behold, there was a great earthquake, 
for an angel of  the Lord descended from 

heaven and came and rolled back the stone 
and sat on it. His appearance was like 

lightning, and his clothing white as snow.  

And for fear of  him the guards trembled 
and became like dead men. But the angel 

said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I 
know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.  

He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay.  

Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he 
has risen from the dead, and behold, he is 
going before you to Galilee; there you will 

see him. 
(Matthew 28:1-7) 

Jesus said to her (Martha), “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 

in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 
(John 11:25) 



  

Ascension into Heaven 
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go therefore and make disciples of  all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of  the 
Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit 

(Matthew 28:18-19) 



  

 

 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in 
God; believe also in me. In my Father’s 

house are many rooms. If  it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a 

place for you?  

And if  I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, 

that where I am you may be also. 
(John 14:1-3) 

No one has ascended into heaven except he 

who descended from heaven,  

the Son of  Man. 

(John 3:13) 



  

Descent of  the Holy Spirit 
Then there appeared to them tongues as of  
fire, which parted and came to rest on each 
one of  them. And they were all filled with 

the holy Spirit and began to speak in 
different tongues, 

(Acts 2:2-3) 



  

 

 “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I 
will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

your old men shall dream dreams, and your 
young men shall see visions.. 

(Joel 2:28) 

But when the Counsellor comes, whom I 
shall send to you from the Father, even the 

Spirit of  truth, who proceeds from the 
Father, he will bear witness to me; and you 
also are witnesses, because you have been 

with me from the beginning.” 
(John 15:26) 



  

Assumption of  Our Lady 
And the woman fled into the wilderness, 

where she has a place prepared by God, in 
which to be nourished for one thousand 

two hundred and sixty days. 
(Revelation 12:6) 



  

 

And when the dragon saw that he had been 
thrown down to the earth, he pursued the 
woman who had borne the male child. But 
the woman was given the two wings of  the 

great eagle that she might fly from the 
serpent into the wilderness, to the place 

where she is to be nourished for a time, and 
times, and half  a time. 
(Revelation 12:13-14) 



  

Coronation of  Our Lady 
And a great sign appeared in heaven: a 
woman clothed with the sun, with the 

moon under her feet, and on her head a 
crown of  twelve stars. 

(Revelation 12:1) 



  

 

She glorifies her noble birth by living with 
God, and the Lord of  all loves her. For she 
is an initiate in the knowledge of  God, and 

an associate in his works. 
(Wisdom 8:3-4) 

You have captivated my heart, my sister, my 
bride; you have captivated my heart with 

one glance of  your eyes, with one jewel of  
your necklace. 

(Song of  Solomon 4:5) 
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