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Prelature of Opus Dei in Ireland Version 2, issued 30 May 2015 

The Prelature is committed to promoting the safety, welfare and 
safeguarding of children in accordance with the standards set out in 
“Safeguarding Children,” issued in February 2009 by the National Board for 
Safeguarding Children in the Catholic Church in Ireland (“NBSCCC”). 

This Child Safeguarding (“CS”) Policy also takes into account the draft 
revision of the NBSCCC Standards published for comment in March 2015, but 
retains the original structure pending adoption of the revised Standards. 

The Policy takes into account the National Vetting Bureau (Children and 
Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 (“the Vetting Act”), although it has not been 
commenced as of the date of this revision. It also takes into account the 
Children First Bill 2014 and is also intended to form the basis of a Child 
Safeguarding Statement for the Prelature, in compliance with Part 2 of the 
Bill when enacted. 

Introduction 

If someone were to approach you (as one of the faithful of the Prelature) with a 
concern about some aspect of child protection in the pastoral activities of the 
Prelature, how should you respond? What are the indicators of child abuse and how 
would you go about raising a child safeguarding concern? 

This brief note is to inform you of the persons who can help and the documents 
available to guide you on these matters. 

Contact Person 

Perhaps the most important item to remember is that there is a Designated 
Officer for the Prelature, to whom any concerns on Child Safeguarding issues should 
normally be addressed. To avoid duplication or initial complications about areas of 
responsibility, the same Designated Officer acts for the Prelature and for the separate 
civil entities (e.g. Brosna) that are legally responsible for activities in youth clubs, 
residences etc. associated with the apostolates of the Prelature. He will know who 
needs to be informed (including the relevant civil authorities1) and what steps might 
need to be taken in accordance with the relevant standards. 

Current Designated Officer for the Prelature:  

Name  Pat Hanratty 
Address 36 Rathfarnham Wood, Dublin 14 
Mobile 087-2731904 
Email  pathanratty@gmail.com 

Civil Authorities 

If the circumstances are urgent (e.g. if there is a significant current risk to a 
child), it may be appropriate to make contact immediately and directly with the 
relevant civil authorities1: 

National Bureau for Criminal Investigations (Gardaí): 01-6663436 

                                                 
1 Civil authorities in the Republic of Ireland include Tusla (the Child and Family Agency) and An Garda 
Síochána; in Northern Ireland, the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety and the Police 
Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI). 
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SOME TUSLA AGENCIES  TELEPHONE  

Cork: North Lee   021-4927000  

Cork: South Lee   021-4923001  

Cork West  028-40447  

Cork North  022-54100  

Dublin: Swords   01-8708000  

Dublin: Blanchardstown   01-6464518  

Dublin: Coolock   01-8160314 01-8164200 

Dublin: Finglas   01-8567704  

Dublin: North Inner City  01-8566856  

Dublin: Tallaght   01-4686289  

Dublin: Lord Edward Street  01-6486500  

Dublin: Ballyfermot   01-6206387  

Dublin: Dun Laoghaire   01-6637300  

Galway: Oughterard   091-552200  

Galway: City   091-546366  

Galway: Tuam   093-37265 093-37264 

Galway: Ballinsloe   090-9646200  

Galway: Loughrea   091-847820  

Limerick: Ballynanty   061-457102  

Limerick: Newcastle West   069-66653  

Limerick: South Hill   061-209985  

Limerick: Old Clare Street  006-1483091  

Meath  046-9097870  

Monaghan  047-30426  

Sligo: City   071-9155133  

Sligo: Tubbercurry   087-9299666 071-9120454 

Waterford: City   051-842827  

Waterford: Dungarvan   058-20906  

Wicklow  040-460800  

Policy Documents 

Various policy documents on relevant aspects of Child Safeguarding (headed “CS 
Policy Document X”) are available in centres associated with the Prelature. 

In particular, you should consult: 

 CS Policy Document 2, which explains in some detail what you would need to do if 
you were informed of a concern involving child abuse. The essential points are (i) 
that you should not investigate any aspect of the complaint yourself, and (ii) that 
you should refer the matter as soon as possible to the Designated Officer. 

 CS Policy Document 3, which explains how to record any preliminary information 
you might receive about a concern involving child abuse (i.e. before you have had 
the opportunity to refer the concern to the Designated Officer). 

 CS Policy Document 4, includes the Code of Good Practice in dealing with minors, 
typical indicators of child abuse and how to raise a child safeguarding concern. 

 


